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Prof Dr Emil Mosonyi 

10 November 1910 - 24 April 2009 

A mentor and a friend 

I f one were to define Prof Mosonyi with an equation, 
it would have four factors: Genius, Courage, 

Humanityand Loyalty. 

Genius, in his scientific and technical accomplish
ments, which he shared with the world through his lec
tures and consultancy world wide; 
Courage , in the face of several 'troublesome' political 
regimes, when he upheld his principles with dignity; 
{,oyally, to his colleagues, his friends, and to his native 
.~ [ungary; and, 
Humanity, in the risks he took for others during the tur
buknt poIitical times. 

We could add to this last factor, the kindness and cour
tesy he extended to a11 those around him, with equal mea
sure, whether a waiter serving his soup, or a head of state. 

Equations played a significant role in Prof Mosonyi's 
life from an early age. He once recalled how, as a young 
child, he was evacuated for some months to the UK. He 
spoke no English, and children at the primary school he 
joined spoke no Hungarian; for a child of less than ten 
years, this must have been adaunting experience. He 
sat in the classroom unable to communicate, until at one 
moment the teacher put an arithmetical problem on the 
blackboard as a challenge for the children. The young 
Emil took the chalk, and to the astonishment of the oth
ers, wrote an equation on the blackboard to solve the 
problem. From that moment he was accepted with 
warmth and respeet by the other children. Mathematics 
had provided the bridge for communication. 

Some eight decades later, he stood at a blackboard with 
chalk, during the colloquium in Karlsruhe to ceIebrate 
his 90th birthday, demonstrating that modem computer 
systems are not a substitute for these more simple tools, 
when used in conjunction with a human brain. 

In between those two incidents there was a wealth of 
professional achievement, as is clear from the tributes 
on the pages which follow, contributed by a few of the 
many friends and colleagues of Emil Mosonyi in vari
ous parts of the world. 

I first met him 30 years ago, during a conference in 
Athens on hydropower, organized by the UN 
Economic Commission for Europe. At one of the social 
events, participants were invited to recite a song or a 
poem from their native land. It was then that an 
extremely charismatic character, reciting some lines in 
Hungarian. caught my attention, and at that moment a 

face was put to a name that l had encountered so many 
times, as author, or cited in the references, of numerous 
scientific papers. I was honoured to be able to meet this 
man, who continued to be an inspiration to me, and to 
the activities of our small team, during the three 
decades which folJowed. 

In 1982 Prof Mosonyi accepted an invitation to chair, 
and deJiver a keynote speech, at the First European 
Conference on Small Hydro, in Monte Carlo (the first 
hydro conference we organized), and from that time 
on, he not only attended virtual1y ali of om annual 
events, but also played a key role as the head of our 
International Steering Committee. His various lectures 
and speeches had a unique style, and as we often com
mented, were "a hard act to follow", (which could be 
tricky, as he normally made the opening speech) . The 
ideas he put forward , fu II of insight and apparently 
unlimited technical knowledge. were embellished with 
just the right degree of mischievous humour. 

As weil as the exchange of ideas on technical issues, 
he and his beloved wife Hedvig, always beside him, 
enjoyed the 'social and environmental aspects': the 
friendship of like-minded colleagues (later refeITed to 
as the 'Hydropower family', of which he was certainly 
the father), and the cultural and artistic heritage of the 
host country. His deep appreciation of music, partiCLI
larly Italian opera, and art, was another attribute of this 
multidimensional man. 

At HYDRO 2005 in Villach, when he gave his last 
major speech to the hydro profession, he was in excel
lent form at the age of 94, and as always was enthusi
astically recommending topics for future events, such 
as hydrological risk associated with climate change, 
and .Iegal and administrative aspects of hydro develop
ment. And in December 2006, at the age of 96, he was 
the main author of apaper published in Issue 6 of 
H&D, retrospectively review ing the ecological and 
social benefits of the Tiszalök scheme in Hungary. 

Despite health problems in the last years of his life, 
Prof Mosonyi thus remained a vigorous contributor to 
the world of hydropower. His intelIect and hjs wonder
fuI sense of humour were undiminished. 

In a ceremony on 26 May, his ashes were laid to rest 
at the National Cemetery in Budapest. It is a beautifui 
and peaceful place, where philosophers, scientists, 
poets, artists and some forrner heads of state are 
buried. Emil is in good company there; and now, so are 
they. - A !ison Bartle, Hydropower & Dams 
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LejJ: Prof and Mrs 
Mosonyi during the 
First European 
Conference on Small 
Hydro, Monte Carlo, 
1982 

Centre: At the 
blackboard, during his 
90th birthday 
celebration in 
Karlsruhe, 2001 

Right: Keynote speech 
al HYDRO 2001 in 
Riva del Garda. 
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